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A DESCRIPTION OF THE STATE-HOUSE, PHILA- 
DELPHIA, IN 1774. 

BY JOHN W. JORDAN. 

Between the years 1774 and 1780 a number of "newspapers" and 
" magazines" were issued in manuscript by scholars of Eobert Proud's 
Latin school, for circulation among their schoolmates. Some were 
ephemeral and others had a life of a year or more. Of these literary 
ventures the most successful were The Student's Gazette, edited in 1777 
by S. M. Fox, and The Universal Magazine and Literary Museum, a duo- 
decimo of 14 pp., edited in 1774 by Samuel L. Wharton. It is from 
the latter monthly that the following interesting and valuable detailed 
description of the exterior and interior of the State-House in 1774 is 
taken. 

"A Description of the State House. 

" The State House is situated on the one side of the City 
Squares, the front of which lies to the North is bounded by 
Chestnut Street; the wall on the South by Walnut Street; 
the wing on the East by Fifth Street and on the West by 
Sixth Street, and fronts the North. It stands about twenty 
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five or thirty feet from the street. It is a large handsome 
building, two stories high, extending in front one hundred 
feet. On each side is a wing which joins the main building 
by means of a brick arcade — each of these wings is fifty feet 
in length. In the West wing was formerly deposited a 
valuable collection of books belonging to the Library Com- 
pany of Philadelphia, but it is now removed to the Car- 
penter's Hall. In the lower story of this wing, the keeper 
of the house lives with a salary of about £20 per annum 
and house rent free. In the East wing are deposited the 
Rolls of the Province, and in the second story, the Indians 
make their abode when in town. These wings are arched 
with brick, that there can be no damage in case of fire. 

" The State House is adorned on ye outside with rustic 
corners and marble pannels, between the two storys. At 
your entering, you rise a flight of five steps into the entry. 
To the West is a large room in which the Supreme Court 
is held, and another on the East, in which the Assembly 
meet. The first of these rooms is ornamented with a 
breast-work and a cornish supported by fluted pilasters of 
the Doric order. This is open to the entry only by the 
entering of three arches supported by fluted pilasters of the 
same order. The Assembly room is finished in a neat but 
uot an elegant manner. Prom this room you go through a 
back door into the Assembly's library, which is a very 
elegant apartment. It is ornamented with a stucco ceiling, 
and chimney places. Round the room are glass cases, in 
which the books are deposited. These books consist of all 
the laws of England made in these later years, and besides 
these history and poetry. The Assembly only have re- 
course to this library. There is likewise deposited a most 
beautiful bust in wax of Thomas Penn Esq r , one of the 
Proprietors of the Province, which was sent as a present to 
the Assembly by the Lady Juliana Penn. 

"From thence you go to the entry which leads to the 
hall. It is the first story and its cornish is supported by 
sixteen fluted pilasters of the Doric order. In the hall is 
an elegant staircase which leads up to the second story, and 
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at the head of these stairs is another hall or entry. In the 
room towards the East, the small arms of the city are de- 
posited, which consist of between one and two thousand 
pieces, all placed in a regular manner. The room towards 
the West is called the Council Chamber, because it is 
appropriated to the Governor and Council. You then 
proceed into what is called the Long Room which runs the 
whole length of the house and has a tire place at each end. 
Along the ceiling there is a stucco cornish. 

" In the hall is a handsome staircase which leads up to 
the third story of the steeple, and cock-loft of the house, 
which extends the whole length and breadth of the building. 
In the middle of this large affair is an apartment in which 
the Town Clock stands, from whence to the East and West 
a large prong of iron runs through the gable ends of the 
house, on which the hands are fixed. The outsides of the 
two clocks are adorned with handsome faces. You then 
arrive at the third story of the steeple, in which there is 
nothing remarkable, and then proceed to the fourth story 
by another flight of stairs. On the top of the building is a 
platform surrounded on the East and West by a balustrade 
and on the North and South by a pallisade. From the 
fourth story of the steeple is a door and a handsome flight 
of stairs which lead up to the platform. Opposite these 
steps is a leaden canopy, under this the bell, on which the 
clock strikes, is placed. The striking of this clock can be 
heard at any part of the city. The other part of the steeple 
being entirely of wood is in such a ruinous condition that 
they are afraid to ring the bell, lest by so doing the steeple 
should fall down. But this inconvenience the Honourable 
House of Assembly took into consideration the last Session 
and appointed a Committee to treat with some ingenious 
persons to build a new one and also to lay before them at 
their next sitting an elegant plan of the same. The present 
building is more like a tower than a steeple, and about one 
hundred and twenty feet high." 



